








































TRANSPORTATION 

Transportation needs 

Like many areas of the state, southern Min­
nesota has its transit and highway repair needs. 
But with a limited transportation budget, some 
of those projects may just have to wait. 

Lawmakers learned oflocal transportation 
needs during an Oct. 24 mini-session meet­
ing of the House Transportation and Transit 
Committee in Austin. 

Competing for transportation and state 
bonding dollars are bridges, highways, rail­
ways, and airports all in need of upgrades or 
repairs. Still another competing project is the 
push by some for a high speed rail system 
linking Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Illinois. 

Kermit McRae, regional director with the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation, 
told legislators that because southern Minne­
sota was the first part of the state settled by 
Europeans, parts ofits 1,417 miles of high­
way and 83 7 bridges are the oldest in the state 
and deteriorating. 

Houston ·County Commissioner Dylan 
Hamston asked the state for $33 million per 
year in state bonding dollars to replace only 
the bridges. There would be no expansion, he 
said, just fixing existing structures. 

John Kahler, a Rochester airport official 
discussed the controversial subject of high 
speed rail. 

Last year, the Legislature conditionally 
appropriated $500,000 over the two-year 
budgeting period for the second phase of a 
study to evaluate a high-speed train linking 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Illinois. 

The project, if completed, is expected to 
cost millions, but as a video Kahler presented 
showed, travel time from the Twin Cities to 
Chicago would be cut to 90 minutes and a 
trip from the Twin Cities to Rochester would 
only run 20 minutes. 

Although Kahler outlined the advantages 
of high speed rail, such as safety, little noise 
or pollution (using electricity, not fuel), like 
many projects, the chief obstacle is money. 

Rep. Henry Kalis (DFL-Walters), chair of 
the Capital Investment Committee which 
assembles the state's bonding bill, warned 
that in tough budget times, it would be 
difficult to fund a new transportation pro­
gram when the existing needs of roads and 
bridges already are high. 

Kahler also updated legislators on 
Rochester's efforts to keep its airport finan­
cially viable. He noted that Rochester serves 
300,000 passengers per year, but is not ex­
pected to increase because of the proximity to 

John Kahler, president of Full Service Companies, 
testified in favor oflight-rail transit Oct. 24 before 
the House Transportation and Transit Committee 
at Austin Community College: The model in the 
foreground is a winning entry in a design 
competition for high-speed rail. 

the much larger Minneapolis-St. Paul Inter­
national Airport. 

Seeing little chance of increasing com­
muter traffic, Rochester Municipal Airport 
has made a concerted effort to increase the 
amount of freight that passes through the 

airport. This effort to recruit freight compa­
nies has proved a money-maker. Four addi­
tional flights per day now fly out of Rochester 
carrying freight. 

Not all the transportation proposals dis­
cussed during the mini-session meeting, how­
ever, would cost millions. 

Kalis said he plans to introduce a bill 
during the 1996 session that would rename a 
portion of Highway 22 between Mankato 
and Mapleton the Victory Memorial High­
way. 

The name change would honor all the 
women and men from the area who have 
served our country in the armed services 
from World War II to the present. 

The idea was spawned after WWII when 
veterans began planting trees along the high­
way. The effort has continued, with the latest 
effort on Arbor Day 1995 yielding 253 trees 
planted. The transportation department pro­
vides the trees, veterans and senior citizens 
provide the labor, and local units of govern­
ment provide most of the planning and main­
tenance, including the future costs of main­
taining the trees. 

Dutch Treat Dinner 
Austin resident Carol Kuettner shared her concerns about senior housing and 

education with Reps. Roger Cooper (DFL-Bird Island) arid Betty Mccollum (DFL­
North St. Paul) during a Dutch Treat Dinner Oct. 25 at jerry's Other Place in Austin. 
Kuettner, director of the Mower County Senior Center, said the dinner demonstrated 
to her the wide variety of issues legislators face and how many of those issues are tied 
together. 

In addition to dinner, the trio also took a night tour of Austin which included a visit 
to the. Mower County Senior Center. "I had a wonderful time," Kuettner said. "It's 
exciting to be a part of government." 

Cooper and Mccollum agreed they liked the Dutch Treat event. Of the mini­
sessions he has been to, Cooper said" ... The people who you remember the most 
are those who you spend time with one-on-one." McCollum said the dining 
experience reinforced her belief that constituents across the state have the same basic 
needs. "Basic needs come first ... that's what we all have in common." 

In all, ·4 7 House members and about 52 area residents participated in the Dutch 
Treat Dinner. 
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22B Harder, Elaine (R) .......................... 277 .......................... 5373 
12A Hasskamp, Kris (DFL) ................... 451 .......................... 4333 
66B Hausman, Alice (DFL) ................... 449 .......................... 3824 
56A Holsten, Mark (R) .......................... 345 .......................... 3018 

6B Huntley, Thomas (DFL) ................. 569 .......................... 2228 
7B Jaros, Mike (DFL) .......................... 559 .......................... 4246 

58B Jefferson, Richard H. (DFL) ........... 577 .......................... 8659 
18B Jennings, Loren (DFL) ................... 537 .......................... 0518 
48B Johnson, Alice M. (DFL) ................ 539 .......................... 551 O 

4A Johnson, Bob (DFL) ...................... 551 .......................... 5516 
32B Johnson, Virgil J. (R) ..................... 207 .......................... 1069 
59B Kahn, Phyllis (DFL) ....................... 367 .......................... 4257 
26B Kalis, Henry J. (DFL) ..................... 543 .......................... 4240 
44A Kelley, Steve (DFL) ....................... 417 .......................... 3964 
35B Kelso, Becky (DFL) ....................... 415 .......................... 1072 

4B Kinkel, Anthony G. "Tony" (DFL) .... 453 ............ : ............. 2451 
40B Knight, Kevin (R) ........................... 307 .......................... 4218 
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*All rooms are in the State Office Building, St. Paul, MN 55155 



Minnesota Senate 1995-96 

District/Member/Party Room* 
Phone 

(612) 296-

66 Anderson, Ellen R. (DFL} ............................ G-27 Cap ...................... 5537 
26 Beckman, Tracy L. (DFL} ............................ 306 Cap ........................ 5713 
41 Belanger, William V., Jr. (R) ........................ 113 SOB ....................... 5975 
13 Berg, Charles A. (DFL) ............................... 328 Cap ........................ 5094 
61 Berglin, Linda (DFL) .................................... G-9 Cap ........................ 4261 
14 Bertram Sr., Joe (DFL) ................................ 323 Cap ........................ 2084 
48 Betzold, Don (DFL} ..................................... G-24 Cap ...................... 2556 
55 Chandler, Kevin M. (DFL) ........................... 111 Cap ........................ 9307 

8 Chmielewski, Florian W. (DFL) ................... 325 Cap ........................ 4182 
64 Cohen, Richard J. (DFL) ............................. 317 Cap ........................ 5931 
28 Day, Dick (R) ....... ; ....................................... 105 SOB ....................... 9457 
20 Dille, Steve (R) ............................................ 103 SOB ....................... 4131 

4 Finn, Harold R. "Skip" (DFL) ....................... 306 Cap ........................ 6128 
62 Flynn, Carol (DFL) ...................................... G-29 Cap ...................... 4274 
23 Frederickson, Dennis R. (R) : ...................... 139 SOB ....................... 8138 
50 Hanson, Paula E. (DFL} .............................. 328 Cap ........................ 3219 
24 Hottinger, John C. (DFL) ............................. G-29 Cap ...................... 6153 

5 Janezich, Jerry R. (DFL) ............................. 328 Cap ........................ 8017 
15 Johnson, Dean E. (R) ................................. 147 SOB ....................... 3826 

6 Johnson, Douglas J. (DFL) ......................... 205 Cap ........................ 8881 
18 Johnson, Janet B. (DFL) ............................. 322 Cap ........................ 5419 
35 Johnston, Terry D. (R) ................................ 117 SOB ....................... 4123 
67 Kelly, Randy C. (DFL) ................................. 122 Cap ........................ 5285 
30 Kiscaden, Sheila M. (R) .............................. 143 SOB ....................... 4848 
16 Kleis, David (R) ........................................... 151 SOB ....................... 6455 
36 Knutson, David L. (R) .................................. 133 SOB ....................... 4120 
47 Kramer, Don (R) .......................................... 131 SOB ....................... 8869 
51 Krentz, Jane (DFL) ...................................... 235 Cap ........................ 7061 
58 Kroening, Carl W. (DFL) ............................. 124 Cap ........................ 430~ 
56 Laidig, Gary W. (R) ..................................... 141 SOB ....................... 4351 

9 Langseth, Keith (DFL) ................................. G-24 Cap ...................... 3205 
10. Larson, Cal (R) ............................................ 153 SOB ....................... 5655 
21 Lesewski, Arlene J. (R) ............................... 135 SOB ....................... 4125 

3 Lessard, Bob (DFL} ..................................... 111 Cap ........................ 4136 

Phone 
District/Member/Party Room* (612) 296-
33 Limmer, Warren (R) .................................... 132D SOB .................... 2159 
54 Marty, John (DFL) ....................................... G-9 Cap ........................ 5645 
49 Merriam, Gene (DFL) .................................. 122 Cap ........................ 4154 
39 Metzen, James P. (DFL) ............................. 303 Cap ........................ 4370 

2 Moe, Roger D. (DFL) .................................. 208 Cap ........................ 2577 
44 Mondale, Ted A. (DFL) ............................... 226 Cap ..................... 7-8065 
32 Morse, Steven (DFL) ................................... G-24 Cap ...................... 5649 
29 Murphy, Steve L. (DFL) ............................... 301 Cap ........................ 4264 
25 Neuville, Thomas M. (R) ............................. 123 SOB ....................... 1279 
52 Novak, Steven G. (DFL} .............................. 322 Cap ........................ 4334 
43 Oliver, Edward C. (R) .................................. 121 SOB ....................... 4837 
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60 Spear, Allan H. (DFL} .................................. G-27 Cap ...................... 4191 
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B • Stephen G. Wenzel-DFL B • Henry J. Kalis-DFL B • Kevin Knight-R B • Mindy Grelling-DFL 
Sen. Don Samuelson-DFL Sen. Tracy L. Beckman-DFL Sen. Phil J. Riveness-DFL Sen. John Marty-DFL 

13 
A • Chuck Brown-DFL 

27 
A • Ron Kraus-R 

41 
A • Alice Seagren-A 

5 5 
A• Harry Mares-R 

B • Doug Peterson-DFL B • Robert Leighton Jr.-DFL B • Ken Wolf-R B • Betty McCollum-DFL 
Sen. Charles A. Berg-DFL Sen. Pat Piper-DFL Sen. William V. Belanger Jr.-R Sen. Kevin M. Chandler-DFL 

14 
A• Steve Dehler-R 

28 
A• Gary D. Worke-R 

42 
A • Ron Erhardt-A 

5 6 
A• Mark Holsten-A 

B • Jeff Bertram-DFL B • Steven A. Sviggum-R D •Erik Paulsen-A B • Peg Larsen-R Unofficial list as of November 9, 1995 Sen. Joe Bertram Sr.-DFL Sen. Dick Day-R Sen. Roy W. Terwilliger-A Sen. Gary W. Laidig-R 
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Austin and Albert lea, Minnesota 

Population of Albert Lea, 1970 ..................................................................... 19,418 
in 1990 ................................................................. , ................................... 18,848 

Full-time police officers in Albert Lea .................................................................. 29 
Number of employees at Streater, (a store fixtures company), largest 

private employer in- Albert Lea ....................................................................... 800 
Employees of Independent School District #241, largest public employer ......... 600 
Unemployment rate, Freeborn County, in percent, March 1995 ......................... 4.9 
Number of airplane runways in Albert Lea ............................................................. 2 

in Austin ............................................................................................................ 1 
Motels in Albert Lea .................................................................................... ,_ .......... 8 
Number of rooms .............................................................................................. 508 
Places of worship in Albert Lea ............................................................................ 26 

in Austin ...... : ................................................................................................... 31 
Different types of animal farms listed on an Albert Lea/Freeborn County tourism 

brochure that offer tours (including donkey, emu, and llama farms) ....... ~ ........ 16 
Population of Austin, 1970 ........................................................................... 26,210 

in 1990 ...................................................................................................... 21,907 
Employees at Hormel Foods in Austin, largest private employer ..................... 3,000 
Employees of Independent School District #492, largest public employer ......... 520 
Annual average unemployment rate, Mower County, in percent.. ....................... 4.3 
Number of truck lines serving Austin .................................................................. 2 4 
Countries in which Spam is trademarked ............................................................ 92 
Number of visitors to the Spam merchandise page on the World Wide Web, 

as of Nov. 8, 1995 ....................................................................................... 8,564 
Cost of a Spam cookbook, featuring "48 pages of tantalizing recipes," 

including award-winning recipes from state fairs." ...................................... $1. 99 
Pounds of Spam sold worldwide each year, in millions,..................................... 100 
Ratio of dentists in Austin to dentists in Albert Lea ............................................. 2: 1 
Year that Austin's Main Street burned, causing $50,000 worth of damage ....... 1869 
Year that Austin's first fire station, the "Pioneer Hook and Ladder Company," 

was built .................................................................. · ...... : ............................. 1869 

Sources: Albert Lea/Freeborn County Convention & Visitors Bureau; Minnesota Department of 
Trade and Economic Development; Austin Chamber of Commerce; Hormel Foods Corporation. 
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For more 
information • 
For general information, call: 
House Information Office 

. (612) 296-2146 or 
1-800-657-3550 

To obtain a copy of a bill, call: 
Chief Clerk's Office 
(612) 296-2314 

To find out about bill introductions or 
the status of a specific bill, call: 
House Index Office 
(612) 296-6646 

For up-to-date recorded message 
giving committee meeting times and 
agendas, call: 
House Calls (612) 296-9283 

111111 lllUll II 
1111 111111 11111 

1111111111 111111 1111 -Telecommunications 
Device for the Deal (TDD) 

Telecommunications device for the deaf. 
To ask questions or leave messages, call: 
TDD Line (612) 296-9896 or 
1-800-657-3550 


